THOMAS RUMBOLD
have both had fortune, which I hope will continue propitious
to us still." " Well content," said the countryman, and so
they proceeded. Still Rumbold had good fortune, and he
and the countryman won ten shillings apiece more off the
other, which made them merry, and the other was extremely
enraged; he therefore told them he would either win the
horse or lose the saddle, and venture all now; and drawing
out about thirty shillings, " Come, take it all, win it and
wear it," and so they played. But they had now drawn the
countryman in sufficiently, and he was flush, but it lasted
not long thus before he was taken down a buttonhole lower,
for the fortune changed, and what he had won was lost, and
forty shillings more. He was now angry, but to no purpose,
for he did not discover their foul play; and he, in hopes ojf
his good fortune, ventured and lost the other forty shillings.
And then he said he would go halves no longer, for he thought
he would be merry and wise, and if he could not make a
winning, he would be sure to make a secure bargain ; which
he reckoned he should do, because although he had lost four
pounds in money, and given Rumbold three pounds for his
share of the chain, that yet he should make seven pounds off
the chain, and so be no loser. They seeing he would not play
left off, and he that had won the money was content to give
a collation, which was called for; but Rumbold, pretending
much anger at his loss, was resolved to venture more, and
to playing again he went, and in a short time he recovered
a great deal of his losses. This vexed the countryman that
he had not joined with him, and in the end, seeing his good
fortune continue, and that he won, he again went halves,
but it was not long that they thrived. The countryman was
obliged to draw his purse, and in the end lost all his money,
which was near twenty pounds. He did not think his con-
dition to be so bad as it was, because he believed he had a
chain worth seven pounds in his pocket, and therefore he
reckoned he had not lost all. By this time several other
confederates (having been abroad, employed on the same
account, cozening and cheating of others) came into the
tavern, which was the place appointed for their rendezvous;
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